Healthiness, fatigue, and symptom experience in women with and without breast cancer.
The article reports a study designed to test hypothesized relationships among healthiness, fatigue, and symptom experience derived from a holistic world view of health in women with and without breast cancer. Women with breast cancer did not differ significantly from healthy women on healthiness or fatigue or in the relationships among healthiness, fatigue, and symptom experience. Women with breast cancer had higher symptom experience scores than the healthy women, but when women with breast cancer who had completed treatment were compared with women without breast cancer, there were no significant differences in healthiness, fatigue, or symptom experience. Implications of the findings are interpreted in the framework of a holistic world view. Recommendations for further research are made.